HOMAGE TO

ALTER
BENJAMIN

Commemorative Events
PORTBOU, 3rd and 4th October 2015



This year we commemorate the 75th anniversary of the
death of Walter Benjamin (Berlin, 1892-Portbou, 1940), one
of the most eminent philosophers of the XX Century.
Benjamin arrived to Portbou on September 25" after a
strenuous crossing of the Pyrenees by foot. When he learnt
that he would not be able to reach his refuge in the U.S., he
decided to put an end to his life.

This event is a homage to Walter Benjamin and to his
contemporary legacy. Against the background of the current
dramatic situation of migrants in Europe, it is also a homage
to all those anonymous fugitives who risk their lives and go
into exile in search of freedom.

As part of the event, Benjamin's last letter to Henny Guriand
and Theodor W. Adorno, will be installed at the cemetery
of Portbou:

"In a situation with no way out, | have no other choice but
to make an end of it. It is in a small village in the Pyrenees,
where no one knows me, that my life will come to a close.

I ask you to give my regards to my friend Adorno and to
explain to him the situation in which I find myself placed.
There is not enough time left for me to write all the letters
I should have wished to write.”

Portbou, September 25th 1940

Passages by Dani Karavan in Portbou is integrated in the
landscape of this little town and its surroundings. It is
dedicated to Walter Benjamin's life and its tragic end, and
evokes human values of culture and peace. Since its
innaguration, some 20 years ago, Passages attracts eminent
intellectuals as well as many visitors from around the world.
Last year it was nominated a National Heritage Site of
Cultural Interest.

This commemorative event also brings together all those
involved in the project of the Walter Benjamin House by
Norman Foster and Dani Karavan in Portbou. The event is
an opportunity to present this project to the public and to
the main institutions in the hope of finding the necessary
support and commitment to realise it.



Commemorative event of the
75 Anniversary of the death of
Walter Benjamin.

Saturday, 3" October

18:30-21:00 - Special Cinema Session
Homage to Walter Benjamin with
the participation of Dani Karavan,
creator of "Passages’ and the
filmmaker Wim Wenders.

Venue: La Congesta, Portbou.

18:30-19:30 - Dialogue between Dani
Karavan and Wim Wenders.
Moderator: Pilar Parcerisas
Presentation of the session: Pilar Parcerisas
and Patrick Viret.

Projection of the film La forme et le lieu (1990),
de Philippe Collin (27°), about the works by
Dani Karavan.

Conversation around the relationship
between Walter Benjamin's philosopy and
the artistic works of Dani Karavan and Wim
Wenders.

19:30-20:30 - The Cinema of Wim
Wenders: "The Act of Seeing”
Wim Wenders presenting excerpts from
his films.

20:30-21:00 - Debate and questions
from the public.

Sunday, 4th October

11: 00 - Welcome and presentation
of the event by Josep-Lluis Salas,

Major of Portbou.

Venue: La Congesta.

Projection of commemorative films:
Guided visit by Dani Karavan to the Memorial
Passages to Walter Benjamin (2014) (8'45")
Document of the celebration of the 20th
Anniversary of Memorial Passages (2014)

(6' 30"

11:30 - Visit to the old building of
the Town Hall of Portbou, site of
the future Walter Benjamin House,
Centre for Studies dedicated to his
work and legacy.

Venue: Old building of the Town Hall, in front
of La Congesta.

12:00-13:30 - Homage to

Walter Benjamin.

Wreath laying by Memorial Democratic of
Generalitat of Catalonia.

Unveiling of the commemorative plaque with
the last letter written by Walter Benjamin
Official Speeches by Authorities and
commemorative words by Dani Karavan,
Wim Wenders and Chantal Benjamin.

Harp Live Music by Mélani Molina and reading
of texts by Walter Benjamin.
Venue: Cemetery. Benjamin's symbolic grave.
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